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Cultural Humility
> Having an accurate view of self and greater awareness of limitations
®®  Maintain a respectful, other-focused perspective

Open and aware mindset

Life-long commitment to self-examination and the redress of power imbalances

Self-
Awareness

Knowledge
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Introducing
Colorado's 2023
State of Adolescent
Sexual Health
Report

14

1 tasersectonsbiy it pecesaary 1 waderetand the way ddfesest
D M1 IpATied 3 ATSOP o SR,

15




WATCHMEN
AFTER
WATCHMEN [

MIDNIGHT

e UNAU FHORIZED

9

BLACK GIRL MAGIC

awrnort?




HANDMAID'S
TALE

== PSYCHOLOGY

https:/ /www.bps.org.uk/psychologist/why-gilead-personal

SEEING OFF RED
eorreo o TRAVIS LANGLEY
co-eorreo v WIND GOODFRIEND

19

NETFLIX

ADOLESCENCE

20

What do you
like to be
called?

Hello
my name Iis

21



Cuen Ednarcl

S

Promoting Accurate and

2 Poutiedge

what we don't want theen to be? The

i
ethics of abeling i favensic/correctionsl psychology

Respectful Language to e
Describe and T 1T
Groups e
i “offnders,”or e rbiet-

heicrimieal convictions (.., sex offeaders,”f seters,” “murderery”). However,
it well-known that individusls with similar crimisal <oavictions o ot repeesent

probloms with using the same tcrms 80 dewribe knowingly diverse populations (¢.5..
Harra & Socia, 2016; Wills, 2015). In this edtoral, we cblems

sl ntrockuce a nw gournal subemesson guskliné sl to promote accurate and

22

AT-RISK YOUTH E=E) AT-PROMISE YOUTH

In 2019, California Governor Gavin Newsome signed a law removing “at-risk youth”
from California’s Education and Penal Codes and replaced the term with "at-promise
youth.”
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What Are Our Options?

Persons with sexual offense histories

*  Individual who has been adjudicated for...

*  Child/adolescent with sexual behavior
problems

*  Child/adolescent adjudicated for illegal

sexual behaviors

Person with pedophilic inferests

Each acknowledges the behavior, and we can still
hold a person accountable for that behavior!
Language change doesn' change the other
amazing work we're doing.

Poly-victimization among Adolescents Adjudicated for
llegal Sexual Behavior: A Latent Class Analysis
Aoy A et 7, Katharng . Mo, s e
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ATSA

Research.Treat. P\event

ASSOCIATION FOR THE TREATMENT OF SEXUAL ABUSERS (ATSA)

ASSOCIATION FOR THE TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF SEXUAL
ABUSE (ATSA)
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Sex Offender Management Board Votes to Change Language in
Standards & Guidelines for Treatment Providers
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NEWS  CRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY

Colorado hoard reverses controversial change to “sex offender” label at
urging of Gov. Jared Polis and his appointee

In November, the st Sex Offender Management Board voted to I‘!'pld\(' “sex offenders” with “adults who commit sexual
offenses.” Then the board opened that decision up to public comment, and that's where things went off track.

The Denver Post (2021, Dec 20)
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“The research is overwhelming that how we label people impacts their ability to build healthy,
prosocial identities and lifestyles that are incompatible with sexual offending,” Laurie Rose
Kepros, director of sexual litigation for the Office of the State Public Defender, told The Denver
Post. “The SOMB ards provide the that govern the pr i charged with
supporting these positive changes, so the language should support that mission. Do we want
these clients to reoffend or not?”

The Denver Post (2021, Dec 20)
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AMERICAN
PSYCHOLOGICAL
ASSOCIATION

Apology to People of Color for APA’s Role in Promoting,
Perpetuating, and Failing to Challenge Racism, Racial
Discrimination, and Human Hierarchy in U.S.

OCTOBER 2021
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The Same Dynamics, Different Tactics:
Domestic Violence During COVID-19
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Pyychology Informing Decarceration a3 a Racial Justice and
Public Health Response
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Opinion: Why too few Black
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“Where's the evidence?”
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The

Cultural Betrayal
of Black Women
and Girls
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Public perceptions of castle doctrine and stand your
ground cases
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State and local laws push more
registered sex offenders into
low-income Colorado
communities

Data shows dispropaortionate number of offenders live in

impoverished neighborhoods, and community organizers aren’t
happy about it.

@ s I < s
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Fears vs.facts

When affluent communities zone out sex offenders, they often do so
because they share the widely held belief that living near sex offenders
puts people, especially children, at greater risk. But there is little data to
support those assumptions.

In a2017 article published by the American Bar Association, sex-crime
policy researcher Jill S. Levenson noted that, according to the U.S.
Department of Justice, 93% of children who are victims of sex crimes are
abused by family members, friends or acquaintances. “Sex offenders do
not molest children because they live near schools. They abuse when they
are able to establish relationships with children and their families and
misuse positions of familiarity, trust and authority,” Levinson wrote
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Homelessness is prevalent among sex offenders. In Sterling, a small city in
northeastern Colorado, 11 of the city's 55 registered sex offenders are
homeless. The Colorado Bureau of Investigation map shows a cluster of
seven sex offenders living in an undeveloped area alang the South Platte
River in the town of Sheridan, where the average household income is just
over $40,000 and the poverty rate is 21.5%, according to Census data

A lot of current treatment for ffenders now focuses on

them into their community, said Apryl Alexander, an assistant professor
at the University of Denver graduate school of professional psychology.
Alexander is director of the Denver Forensic Institute for Research,
Service, and Training (Denver FIRST) Outpatient Competency Restoration

Program

“When we have these residency restrictions, you're going to be displacing
people,” making it hard to forge those connections that help prevent
offenders from committing additional crimes, she said.

44

by

TRA NSFORMAT]VE“

JUSTICE PROJECT

oF cotorano v

V

* tromiers

Sex offender registration and
notification act with adolescents
adjudicated for illegal sexual
behavior: a therapeutic
jurisprudence perspective
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In 2021, Governor Polis signed HB21-1064,

which automatically removes youth from the
sex offense registry when they turn 25 or

seven years after their second offense, as long

as they haven’t gone on to re-offend as an
adult

Also, in 2021, the Colorado Supreme Court
(No. 195C690 People in Int. of T. B.) stated it
is unconstitutional to require youth convicted of
repeat sex offenses to register for the rest of
their lives—lifetime registration is cruel and
unusual punishment under the 8" Amendment
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Both The Courts And Lawmakers Have Ruled That Juvenile Sex
Qffenders Will No Longer Be Automaticaly Registered For Lif
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+ Safety
« Security
+ Belonging

+ lLove
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Liberation
Liberation Psychology
Theory, Methed, Practice, and Social Justice
— « Safety

« Security
+ Belonging

« Love
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‘ﬁ | *  Nurturing and caring for

\ each other
One of the most vital Ways we sustain ourselves
isbybuilding comiffinities of resistance, * Providing a safe and
places where we know we are not alone. supportive environment

— Bell Hooks
* Recognizing humanity

*  Multiple forms of healing

Liberation ond therapy

49

Concluding Remarks
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Challenging Road Ahead
HHS guts sexual violence prevention
division, leaving local efforts adrift
advocacy
51
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Concluding Remarks

® There's still a lot to learn.

® The community has guided my work and will
continue to do so.

® FEducation and truth-telling

® Redlities of institutional and sociopolitical barriers

® Liberation through
Direct Action. Litigation. Policy change.
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Thank you!

Apryl A. Alexander, Psy.D., ATSA-F

Metrolina Distinguished Scholar of Health & Public Policy
Associate Professor | Department of Health Management & Policy
Director | UNC Charlotte Violence Prevention Center

UNC Charlotte

Apryl.Alexander@charlotte.edu

https://www.aprylalexander.com

Bluesky/X/IG: @drapryla
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