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Cultural Humility

<{®»> Having an accurate view of self and greater awareness of limitations
®® Maintain a respectful, other-focused perspective

@ Open and aware mindset

AIA. Life-long commitment to self-examination and the redress of power imbalances
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Childhood Victimization, Poly-Victimization,
and Adjustment to College in Women

Ann N. Elliott

Radford University

Apryl A. Alexander
Florida Institate of Technology
Thomas W. Pierce

Jeffery E. Aspelmeier
Radford Universiry

Jessica M. Richmond
Universiry of Akron

This study examines the relatioaships among poly-vict ation (1L.e.. high levels of vicimization), six aggregate
categories of childhood victimization (propenty crime, physical assault, peer and sibling, witnessed and indirect, sexual, child
maltreatment ), and college adjustment in females. This study first examines the relative of poly-v

and individual categonies of childhood victimization in predicting college adjustment. The study then examines whether poly-
victimization contributes any unique vanance, beyond that accounted for by the combination of all six aggregate Categorics.
Regression analyses reveal that a) poly-victimization accounts for a significant proportion of variability in scores for college
adjustment, beyond that accounted for by any of the six categories of childhood victimization alone, and b) the categories of
chaldhood victimzation costnbute little 1o no bility beyond that d for by poly-victimization. Fusthermore, poly

victimization accounts for a significant proportion of vanability in college adjustment, beyond that already accounted for by
the simultancous entry of all six categories as prodictor variables. Finally, although victimization does not predict GPA. it
predicts other domains of college adjustment. Results suggest that counselors working with college students should a) assess
multiple categories of victimization and poly-victimization, and b) cvaluate clients’ adjustment 1o college across multiple
domains (¢.g., academic, social, interpersonal).
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Polyvictimization, Childhood Victimization, and oo
Psychological Distress in College Women

Jessica M. Richmond
Ann N. Elliott
Thomas W. Pierce
Jeffery E. Aspelmeier
Apryl A. Alexander

Radford University

Two studies examined the relationships among polyvictimization (i.e., high cumulative levels of victimization), six cate-
gories of childhood victimization (i.e.. property crime, physical assault, peer/sibling, witnessed/indirect, sexual, and child
maltreatment), and current psychological symptomatology in college females. Results indicated that exposure to multiple
types of childhood victimization is common. Regression analyses revealed that polyvictimization accounted for a signifi-
cant proportion of variability in scores for psychological distress beyond that accounted for by any victimization category
alone. Moreover, the six categories separately accounted for little to no variability beyond that accounted for by polyvic-
timization. Finally, polyvictimization accounted for a significant proportion of variability in scores for psychological dis-
tress, beyond that already accounted for through the simultaneous entry of all six categories of victimization. Findings
reiterate the importance for clinicians and researchers to comprehensively assess multiple categories of childhood victim-
ization and polyvictimization and provide preliminary evidence that the total number of lifetime victimizations is at least
as important, if not more important, than individual categories of victimization in predicting psychological distress.
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Research Training Documents

Welcome to the Family
Learning Program!

The Family Learning Program is dedicated to providing best I '

practice psychological services to improve the lives of children,
adolescents and families who have experienced neglect and/or
abuse.

FLP provides sexual abuse treatment through the Sexual Abuse
Treatment Program and contracted psychological evaluations
through the Dependency Evaluation Team for children,
adolescents and adults at risk for maltreatment and out of home

a
The Family
ing Pr
placement, those having experienced neglect and/or abuse L@ Q fD ID g 0 gﬁg m
requiring removal from parents/caregivers and placement in the

foster care/dependency system,and pre-adoptive evaluations for children and families with a history of child
maltreatment and disrupted placements.

Our Mission

The mission of the Famly Learning Program is to provide best practice evaluation and treatment services for child and
adolescent victims, their siblings, and their non-offending caregivers to promote healthy coping and reduce risk of
re-victimization.

Our Mission Statement: "The Family Learning Program is dedicated to providing best practice psychological
services to improve the lives of children, adolescents and families who have experienced neglect and/or
abuse.”

It's our 25th Anniversary!!!

Established at the Florida Institute of Technology
in 1991, the Family Learning Program has
provided evidence-based sexual abuse treatment
for children and adolescents, their siblings, and
their caregivers for 25 years! We are proud to
continue to provide no-cost individual, group and
family therapy for Brevard families affected by
child sexual abuse. Please call us at
321-604-5898 for more information about our
program and services.

The Family Learning Program is
happy to announce that we are
partnering with the Brevard County
Sheriff's Office Paws & Stripes
Comfort Dog Program to provide
families, children, and veterans in
need with a comfort dog to improve
their mood and overall quality of life.

Download this PDF for more information on the
Comfort Dog Program.

The Family Learning Program
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Sexual Abuse
Childhood Sexual Abuse in © Tho Aty 2013
. ° Reprints and permissions:
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JOURNAL OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE g DOI: 10.1177/1079063215625224
hitps//doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2017.1328474 Taylor & Francis Group for Sexual Offenses: Mental journals.sagepub.com/home/sax
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The Effects of Polyvictimization and Quality of Caregiver Sexual Offending Behaviors

Attachment on Disclosure of lllegal Sexual Behavior

Megan E. Harrelson®, Apryl A. Alexander 2", Hugo B. Morais",
and Barry R. Burkhart® .
Hugo B. Morais'?, Apryl A. Alexander',

Rebecca L. Fix', and Barry R. Burkhart'
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Poly-victimization among Adolescents Adjudicated for
lllegal Sexual Behavior: A Latent Class Analysis

Apryl A. Alexander (), Katherine E. McCallum?, and Kelli R. Thompson®

*Graduate School of Professional Psychology, University of Denver, Denver, CO, USA; ®Department of
Psychological Sciences, Auburn University, Auburn, AL, USA

ABSTRACT

Justice-involved youth are characterized by higher rates of victi-
mization compared to non-justice-involved youth. Prior research
has elucidated the importance of examining cumulative trauma
rather than one type of victimization in isolation. The sexually
abused-sexual abuser hypothesis has been proposed to explain
the pathway from cumulative trauma to offending, accordingly it
is critical to examine poly-victimization in adolescents adjudi-
cated for illegal sexual behavior (AISB). The current study aims
to investigate categories of poly-victimized AISB through
a person-centered analytic approach and compare to a sample
of detained general population adolescents. Latent Profile
Analysis (LPA) identified a two-class solution for AISB, revealing
a low poly-victimization subtype (8.85 victimizations) and a high
poly-victimization subtype (15.86 victimizations and scores in the
clinical range on a measure of trauma-related symptoms).
Considerations for prevention of the abuse-to-prison pipeline
are discussed.

ARTICLE HISTORY

Received 6 March 2019
Revised 17 March 2020
Accepted 22 April 2020

KEYWORDS

Delinquency; incarcerated
youth; juvenile justice;
juvenile offenders; latent
class analysis; maltreatment;
poly-victimization; trauma;
abuse-to-prison pipeline
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Quantifying the Decline in Juvenile Sexual Recidivism Rates

Michael F. Caldwell

University of Wisconsin — Madison

Data from several sources have indicated that violence in general (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2012;
Finkelhor & Jones, 2004; Sickmund, & Puzzanchera, 2014), and sexual recidivism in adult offenders
(Duwe, 2014; Helmus, 2009: Wisconsin Depantment of Corrections, 2015), has declined substantially in RAISED ON THE REGISTRY
recent decades. This finding is significant because the potential effectiveness of public policies intended
to reduce sexual violence in society rests in part on the base rate for re-offense of adjudicated violent
offenders. This swudy examined whether the recidivism base rate for juvenile sexual recidivism has
undergone a similar decline in recent decades. We examined 106 studies from 98 reports or data sets
involving 33,783 cases of adjudicated juvenile sexual offenders that were carried out between 1938 and

The rrepar stie Harm of Paoeg (hidres on Sex Ofes e Regrunen
- e S

2014. Results showed a weighted mean base rate for sexual recidivism of 4.92% over a mean follow-up
time of 58.98 months (SD = 5097, Median = 52.75). The year of initiation of the study predicted the
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Center




DOL: 10.1111/1748-9138. 12611

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

CRIMINOLOGY
& Public f'nli()‘

The sexual recidivism drop in Canada: A
meta-analysis of sex offender recidivism rates
over an 80-year period

Patrick Lussier'” © |
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Canada
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Canada
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Abstract

Research summary: In the past, the Canadian
government followed in the footsteps of its American
counterpart by enacting “sex offender laws.” Since
the 1990s, however, the Canadian criminal justice
system has taken a different approach to the issue of
sex offender recidivism (SOR), focusing on treatment,
rehabilitation, and community risk management. This
evidence-based approach has been criticized for not
doing enough to prevent convicted offenders from sex-
ually reoffending. This criticism has not been addressed
empirically, leaving open the question of whether this
Canadian policy shift is associated with changes in
the rate of sexual recidivism. The present study uses a
meta-analytic framework to look at 185 Canadian-based
studies involving over 50,000 offenders, making it
possible to combine 226 sexual recidivism rates. After
controlling for factors such as follow-up length and the
independence of samples, weighted pooled recidivism
rates have declined since the 1970s by more than 60%.
This trend may have gone unnoticed because it is not
related to the year of publication but to the period in
which the data were collected.
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"In my work with
adolescents, one thing
is clear: we could’ve
prevented so many of
these cases of sexual
violence if only these
kids had been properly
educated on sexual
consent.

MileHigh

= indepondently organized TED event
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Introducing

Colorado's 2023
State of Adolescent
Sexual Health
Report

PREPARED BY
Comsadting Withen Fouw Cantent oad radhend iatdute

COVER ARTWORK BY

Judnng Bancon, @ wtudent of AUl Drover

FEBRUARY 2023

CORE DOUNDARILS FOR YOUTH BIXVAL MEALTN (OUCATION

Starting From an Anti-Oppressive Foundation:
Core Boundaries for Sexual Health Education

Untitied, by Aves (He 1) frem inside Ot Youth Services.

The (ore Boundavses, llser3bing (4 3cta es 3nd 204) opgeessne recommendaticns that have emerged bom
Trmlhead s work with Consulting Within Yeur Contest, Taha Cardin aad the Vouth Sexusl Health Frogram Boaed
Liy the prowsdwork for establishing 3 new approach 10 implementang youth sesual health educ steon n Colorade
For systemc (hange to be eMective, d i ampes steve 10 st ideetily st wderit snd the Core bausdacies he's by
the Boaed 21 the from which a1 engapy , acten, and € withen the youth sexual health
ebd must embisy to be ot only anti-opgessive. but bbevating.

The delneation of these foundang prndiphes 33 Boundanes s inspeed by wrrter and activist sdrenie aaree
Bocmn's descrpbon of the term m which she weites, “Tou mo mabes the way bor year yes. Boundanes create the
contamer within whach your yet i authentsc. Beng able 10 Ly no makes yes a chowe *

The ore boundarses honored thrcsghtat 51 31pects of the Boseds work i the developmert of the 7023 SASH
seguoel create 3 foundation 1o yorsth sevaal health edudation that s indlusee, pleature barued, sty cppreisne,
and sccerisbie for Ml

These bourstanes both he 0 Hogeed bry the Boaid and are eobedded
wethin the bbevating puactices ¥ Colaborative apgeosches that all partaers should engage in for etermunung
HRure action These (ore Bourdanes Centered bry the Board siuld be embeaded by l partners workeg to
Surthes the youth sesusl heslth feld in 3 beratory mannes




These core boundaries include:

1. Intersectionality is necessary to understand the way different
identities are impacted by systems of oppression.

Intersectionality honors the suance and flusdity to how one identifies and nforms how pecple experience and
navigate systems of oppresson. In an mterview with Time Magazine, (vl nghts advecate Kamberlé Crenshaw
descnbed intersectionality in stating, “Intersectionalty is simply about how certain aspects of who you are will
Increase your access to the good things or youwr exposure 1o the bad things in life ... 1's basically a lens, a prism,
for secing the way in which vanious forms of mequality often operate together and exacerbate cach other.”

This same nuance and flexibidy needs to be reflected in sexual health education.

Intersectionality was centered from the onset of this report's development with the mtentional recratment of a
Youth Sexual Health Program Board made up of young people and adults whose intersectional identities have
historically been excluded from sexual health education and nitiatives such a3 the SASH. As a result, the owtcome
of this report is holistically shaped by the unique living experiences of the Board and presents a pathway for
evolving sexual health education that supports all young people by centening those who are most marginalzed

Smearing Paint
by Nota (She/Mer) from
Inside Out Youth Services

"When it came to sex education, my
dad had decided to take me out of
health class to teach me these things.
himsed, believing the school's
education would not be appropriate
My sex education came down to
abstinence-only which took years to
break out of that concept. Not only
that, but being a trans woman taught
me that my bedy was abnormal and
even demonic to some, 50 when it
comes to self-portraits | decided to
emburace this in a positive way and
began drawing myself a3 3 beautiful
many eyed demon. | also drew art of a
character from my comic named Vivi,
she is a trans woman a3 well and
embraces her sexuality and desires, in
a way she was my own version of the
confidence | wished to work towards.”

3. Different forms of oppression (isms) must be defined and
connected to our existing sex education system.

Senual beslth 3nd ex education exint within 3 modem context rooted in colorialivm, C3p alism, racium,
heteronormativity, sbleisem, classism, snd other leeras of oppression. If we are to dream of a new wary of showing
up 0 the feld of youth sexual health that is centered in anti-oppressive practices, pol es and interactions, we
must start by learming thes histcry in order to develop acton and change that sddresses the harms these forms of
oppression have on sexual health and education

Rese st h preduced by Consulting Withen Yous Cortent provides an introdscton 1o hew these eppressive
systems have impacted sexunl health 20d 1 a thosghthul stat to learning ardd achrsmledping the oppressnns
that young people with mtersecting marpiralited dentities have had to endure for generations. This research ri
only the begmning and we will keep esplonng the stenes that haven't been ersphasized o teld. Furthermare, the
anti-oppressve recommerdations devebsped by the Board beg to rectity our nation’s history of oppression and
its impact on sexual health

[ Gender Fluidity
‘ by Anana Rodnguez fom AUL Denver

*“The meaning behind my artwork is to make a stand as a gender fluid member of the LGBTQ [commenity]
Iwant to represent that we thoulde t juit have 3 female and male bathrcom We thould stways mclude
another for all genders. We are all humans and abke in many ways and | bebieve we should have an all

‘ gender bathioom and et our freedom without getting judged / discriminated when walking into one.”




Chaprter 13: Like a Lollipop: Toxic

Masculinity and Female Sexual Pleasure
in Hip-Hop

Apryl Alexander

41w pustace for Rack women wethent pleacars

Rk franss wholar and awsher [V Brsracy Cooper

In May 2018, a

* The remarks s
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h 1 thew were

v (0w Black Twitter'), 3s many believe
antaguited thes c gus. However, histonally female scx

wal pleasure and cunnebngus were tiboos among male hip-hop arties

“We Don't Do That!”
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BLACK GIRL MAGIC

BLACK WOMEN AS LEADERS OF WAKANDA
Apryl A. Alexander

*The empowerment of black women consti-
tutes therefore the empowerment of our entire
community.”

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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TRAVIS LANGLEY
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA




Why did we write it?

In the decades since The Handmaid's Tale was originally published in 1985, the story has never ceased to
capture attention, serving as a pit-in-the-stomach fear for many. The original novel has never gone out of
print, and the television series has been extremely popular and award-winning. And perhaps there has
never been a more important time for a psychological analysis of Atwood's world, given the modern
political climate. Atwood's prescient vision has increasingly become a reality. Legislation shows us time
and again that feminism is not welcome, that there is no real separation of church and state, and that
women are second-class citizens - especially women of color, LGBTQIA2S+women, or women of other
marginalized populations. Consider some specific examples. In Missouri, a rule was passed in 2023

requiring women to cover their arms inside the state's House of Representatives chamber? The
message: Women should dress modestly and conservatively, and men should decide how that is
defined. Only about half of the states in the U.S. have banned sexual orientation "conversion therapy” for
minors, despite its barbaric values, lack of empirical support, and incredibly harmful effects, essentially
equating to torture in some cases. All over the country and elsewhere in the world, laws are being
passed that ban trans people from participating in sports, going to work, or even going to the bathroom
in spaces where they ought to feel safe.* And of course, women's reproductive rights are more precarious
than they have been in 50 years.

https:/ /www.bps.org.uk /psychologist /why-gilead-personal

SEEING OFF RED
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Guest Editorial

Sexual Abuse

2018, Vol. 30(5) 480-483

© The Author(s) 2018

Reprints and permissions:
sagepub.com/journalsPermissions.nav
DOI: 10.1177/1079063218783799
journals.sagepub.com/home/sax

®SAGE

Promoting Accurate and
Respectful Language to
Describe Individuals and
Groups

Across psychology and criminology research, persons who have engaged in offending
behavior are often referred to collectively as “offenders,” or categorized according to
their criminal convictions (e.g., “sex offenders,” “fire setters,” “murderers”). However,
it is well-known that individuals with similar criminal convictions do not represent
homogenous groups. Recent articles in Sexual Abuse and elsewhere draw attention to
problems with using the same terms to describe knowingly diverse populations (e.g.,
Harris & Socia, 2016; Willis, 2018). In this editorial, we summarize these problems
and introduce a new journal submission guideline intended to promote accurate and
respectful language to describe persons and groups in Sexual Abuse.

Violence
Prevention
Center

slidgsmania.com

PSYCHOLOGY, CRIME & LAW, 2018 E Routledge
ttgrs//doi 0rg/10.1080/1 0683 16X.2017.1421640 Taylor & Franca Group

) Croech b wpsmtes

Why call someone by what we don't want them to be? The
ethics of labeling in forensic/correctional psychology

Gwenda M. Willis
School of Psychology, The University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand

ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
ubellngapeuonbytheir pastbd\aviovoncﬂmhalcotmm is Received 22 February 2017
ic and correctional logy. 20 O 2007
Labels !ndudlng ‘offender’ and ‘sex offender’ Infiltrate academic
wming and conference presentations, names of professional "'l' 'l °'?, . "
and and, at times, traverse :;m_ professional ethics.

twmmmnmuhhamﬁwm:ndfm
advocated against suggests that helping professionals either (i)
don't recognize labeling as an ethical issue, or (ii) don't consider it
their role to challenge. The current paper aims to encourage
critical reflection on the use of labels in forensic and correctional
psychology. Key concerns are illustrated through a focus on labels
d to individuals who have sexually abused,
Mhbeﬂngiiesptmlypfoﬁc The scope of labeling is
reviewed, and implications for rehabilitation and reintegration
discussed. Next, an analysis of the ethics of labeling individuals on
the basis of criminal convictions, past behavior or psychological
phenomena is presented. It is argued that the use of such labels
contradict core ethical principles indudlng beneficence and
nonmaleficence, respect for the dignity of all persons, and
responsibilities to society. A de-labelling for f ic/
correctional psychology and related fields is proposed.

desistance; rehabilitation
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AT-RISK YOUTH E==) AT-PROMISE YOUTH

In 2019, California Governor Gavin Newsome signed a law removing “at-risk youth”
from California’s Education and Penal Codes and replaced the term with "at-promise
youth.”
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What Are Our Options?

® Persons with sexual offense histories
® Individual who has been adjudicated for...
® Child/adolescent with sexual behavior JOURAL OF MGGRESSION, WALTIEATMENT & TRMAMA % Routledge

https2//dol.og/ 10.1080/10926771.2020.1774692 Taylor & Francis Group

Pack for updates

problems -

¢ Ch'ld/c’dOIescenf adjudicated for illegal Poly-victimization among Adolescents Adjudicated for
. ior: lysi
sexual behaviors lllegal Sexual Behavior: A Latent Class Analysis

Apryl A. Alexander (", Katherine E. McCallum?, and Kelli R. Thompson®

¢ Pel"SOI‘) Wifh pedophi’ic inferest *Graduate School of Professional Psychology, University of Denver, Denver, CO, USA; "Department of
Psychological Sciences, Auburn University, Auburn, AL, USA
Each acknowledges the behavior, and we can still
hold a person accountable for that behavior!
Language change doesn’t change the other

amazing work we’re doing.
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ATSA
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ASSOCIATION FOR THE TREATMENT OF SEXUAL ABUSERS (ATSA)

N

ASSOCIATION FOR THE TREATMENT & PREVENTION OF SEXUAL
ABUSE (ATSA)



Sex Offender Management Board Votes to Change Language in
Standards & Guidelines for Treatment Providers

(November 19, 2021) - The Colorado Sex Offender Management Board (SOMB) voted today to use “adults who commit sexual offenses”
in place of “sex offenders” in the standards and guidelines used by treatment providers who assess, evaluate and treat people
convicted of sexual offenses.

After discussion and public comment, the board voted 10-6 to make the language change to the Standards and Guidelines for the

Assessment, Evaluation, Treatment and Behavioral Monitoring of Adult Sex Offenders. This revision to the Standards will be open for
public comment for 20 days. The Board will then review the public comment, discuss any adjustments based on the public comment,

and ratify the language revision during the Board’s next public meeting.
Members of the public can submit their comments using this form by December 12, 2021 at 5:00 pm.

The language change applies only to the SOMB Standards; the term “sex offender” will continue to be used in Colorado statute and the
criminal justice system, including courts, law enforcement and the Colorado Sex Offender Registry. The name of the SOMB itself will
also remain unchanged.

The SOMB is a 25-member board created by the Colorado General Assembly in order to esablish “evidence-based standards for the
evaluation, identification, treatment, management, and monitoring of adult sex offenders and juveniles who have committed sexual
offenses at each stage of the criminal or juvenile justice system to prevent offenders from reoffending and enhance the protection of
victims and potential victims.”

Members of the public and the media can review the minutes, discussions and votes of SOMB meetings, including video recording of past
board meetings, by browsing the SOMB Public Records repository.

Recent

Statement on Referral of VRA
Complain lor

Attorney General

(February 16, 2022) - Colorado’s
Constitution and statutes clearly define
certain rights for victims of crimes. The
Victim Rights Act (VRA), in particular,
ensures that crime victims are treated
with...

vernor Polis Pr im

January 11 as Human

Trafficking Awareness Day
(January 11, 2022) - January is National




NEWS  CRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY - News

Colorado board reverses controversial change to “sex offender” label at
urging of Gov. Jared Polis and his appointee

In November, the state Sex Offender Management Board voted to replace “sex offenders” with “adults who commit sexual
offenses.” Then the board opened that decision up to public comment, and that’s where things went off track.

The Denver Post (2021, Dec 20)



“The research is overwhelming that how we label people impacts their ability to build healthy,
prosocial identities and lifestyles that are incompatible with sexual offending,” Laurie Rose
Kepros, director of sexual litigation for the Office of the State Public Defender, told The Denver
Post. “The SOMB Standards provide the regulations that govern the professionals charged with

supporting these positive changes, so the language should support that mission. Do we want
these clients to reoffend or not?”

The Denver Post (2021, Dec 20)
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Apology to People of Color for APA’s Role in Promoting,
Perpetuating, and Failing to Challenge Racism, Racial

Discrimination, and Human Hierarchy in U.S.

OCTOBER 2021



Article

Journal of Humanistic Psychology

. 2020, Vol. 60(5) 647656
SICk and Shl-lt |I‘I: © The Author(s) 2020
Article reuse guldelines:
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Abstract

COVID-19, the latest infectious coronavirus disease, was discovered in
December of 2019 in Wuhan, China, and has rapidly reached pandemic
levels. The World Health Organization and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention have released recommendations to help reduce the spread
of COVID-19, including hand washing, covering coughs, and social/physical
distancing, but what happens to those who are incarcerated? Over |.4
million adults in the United States are currently incarcerated in state and
federal prisons and over 80,000 individuals are incarcerated in local jails.
Correctional settings are often deprived, overcrowded, and unsanitary
environments, which do not lend themselves to the prevention, treatment,
or recovery from illness. Incarcerated individuals are at a much higher risk
to become infected due to a variety of factors, such as generally higher
rates of chronic conditions than the community and overall lack of screening
for certain illnesses. The present article discusses how smart decarceration
tactics, such as compassionate release, offer options to compensate for
overcrowding in correctional facilities and reducing the spread of COVID-19.
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Incarceration During a
Public Health Crisis
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Abstract

COVID-19, the latest infectious coronavirus disease, was discovered in
December of 2019 in Wuhan, China, and has rapidly reached pandemic
levels. The World Health Organization and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention have released recommendations to help reduce the spread
of COVID-19, including hand washing, covering coughs, and social/physical
distancing, but what happens to those who are incarcerated? Over |.4
million adults in the United States are currently incarcerated in state and
federal prisons and over 80,000 individuals are incarcerated in local jails.
Correctional settings are often deprived, overcrowded, and unsanitary
environments, which do not lend themselves to the prevention, treatment,
or recovery from illness. Incarcerated individuals are at a much higher risk
to become infected due to a variety of factors, such as generally higher
rates of chronic conditions than the community and overall lack of screening
for certain illnesses. The present article discusses how smart decarceration
tactics, such as compassionate release, offer options to compensate for
overcrowding in correctional facilities and reducing the spread of COVID-19.
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Addressing Mass Incarceration Amid a Pandemic:

Psychology Informing Decarceration as a Racial Justice and

Public Health Response

Apryl A. Alexander', Hannah Klukoff?, and Claire Gaglione®
! Department of Public Health Sciences, University of North Carolina at Charlote
* McCourt School of Public Policy. Georgetown University
? Graduate School of Professional Psychology, University of Denver

Inequities and inequalities are apparent to psychologists who work at the intersection of
the criminal legal system. The COVID-19 pandemic raised many concems surrounding
the spread o over 1.4 million people incarcerated in jails and prisons in the United
States. Correctional settings are often deprived, overcrowded, and unsanitary environ-
ments, which do not lend themselves to preventing or recovering from illness.
Furthermore, it is difficult for incarcerated individuals to adhere to recommendations to
help reduce the spread of COVID-19, such as hand washing and social/physical distanc-
ing. Disproportionate minority contact, which describes the overrepresentation of minori-
lized racial/ethnic populations in the criminal and juvenile legal systems, also estimates
precisely who is most at risk for contracting COVID-19 in these settings. For instance,
Black people are more likely to be incarcerated and suffer from health conditions that
increase their risk for infection: therefore. those incarcerated are l cxponcnml risk of
fection. As the American Psychological Association ly I a resolution 1o
combat racism, addressing structural and institutional racism within Ihc criminal lcg.nl syse
wrn is critical. Thc present article discusses how psychologists can use social science Lo
smart ion tactics 10 respond to the COVID-19 pandemic and mass
incarceration.
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Opinion: Why too few Black

VIOLENCE AND GENDER

S et women and girls report sexual
DOL: 10.1089/vio 2020.0066 .
violence
. . . As we strive to prevent and end sexual violence, we must
The Same Dynam|cs, Different Tactics: start by interacting with survivors in a supportive,

Domestic Violence During COVID-19 empathetic, and trauma-informed manner.
e Apryl Alexander 255 AMMDT on Apr 6, 2021 oo =~ B

Emma A. Sower, BS, and Apryl A. Alexander, PsyD

“Where’s the evidence?”
“Why doesn’t she come forward?”

“Why didn’t she call the police?”
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Abstract
Introduction: Stand your ground (SYG) and castle doctrine

hout the United Seates

(CD) laws arc presently growing throu,
The present study aims to better understand public perceptions
of SYG and CD cases and demographic factors that influence
judicial decision making,

Methods: Participants were 204 adults who were randomly
msigned one of four vignettes that depicted a CD or SYG
scenanio and vaned by defendant demographics. After reading
the vignetee, participants completed a questic

ALFC ASSCSIING
whether they belicved the defendant was guilty of the murder
and whether the homicde was justified.

Results: Results indicated participants were more likely to
assign a guilty verdict 1o the SYG scenanio, compared to the CD

scenario. Addiionally, participants assigned to the SYG vignette

believed the male defendant was more justified in killing the
victim, compared to particpants assigned the female defendant.
Conclusion: Results from this study reveal how potentisl parors
may harbor sex/gender bias in determining justifiable homicide

in stand your ground cases.

KEYWORDS
casde docimne, gender, ustifable homscale, policy, race, self-defense, stand your

groand lies

On September 6, 2018, 31-year-old police officer Amber Guyger (a White woman) stated she mistakenly

entered

his couch watching television and

g ice cream. €

he Wrong apartment and fatally shot 26-year-old Botham Jean (a Black man), as he was sitting on

ger was initially changed with mansdaughter but

was later indicted by a grand jury for murder. On September 30, 2019, Dallas District Court Judge Tammy

Kemp instructed jurors to consider Texas" castle doctrine (CD) in deciding their verdict for Guyger. On

October 3,

19, Guyger was convicted of musder and sentenced to 10 years in prison (cligible for parole

in 5 yvears). Former Texas State Senator Joff Wentworth, who created the Texas bill for the CD statute in
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Defund the Police: Moving Towards an Anti-Carceral Social
Work

Leah A. Jacobs( *, Mimi E. Kim®, Darren L. Whitfield (**, Rachel E. Gartner®,
Meg Panichelli <, Shanna K. Kattari (¢, Margaret Mary Downey*,
Shanté Stuart McQueen', and Sarah E. Mountz®
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ABSTRACT KEYWORDS

This article addresses social work’s place in the movement to  Abolition; police; social work;
“defund the police.” We argue that social work's collaboration ~ transformative justice; White
with police and use of policing constitutes carceral social work. ~ SuPTemacy

In defining carceral social work, we specify the ways in which

coercive and punitive practices are used to manage Black,

Indigenous, other people of color, and poor communities across

four social work arenas - gender-based violence, child welfare,

schools, and health and mental health. To inform anti-carceral

social work, we provide examples of interventions in these

arenas that dismantle police collaborations and point to life-

affirming, community-centered, and mutual aid alternatives.
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This article addresses social work’s place in the movement to  Abolition; police; social work;
“defund the police.” We argue that social work’s collaboration  transformative justice; White
with police and use of policing constitutes carceral social work. ~ SuPremacy

In defining carceral social work, we specify the ways in which

coercive and punitive practices are used to manage Black,

Indigenous, other people of color, and poor communities across

four social work arenas - gender-based violence, child welfare,

schools, and health and mental health. To inform anti-carceral

social work, we provide examples of interventions in these

arenas that dismantle police collaborations and point to life-

affirming, community-centered, and mutual aid alternatives.
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Criminal Justice System
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Claire Gaglione'(",
and Apryl Alexander' ("

Abstract

The social justice uprisings that have stemmed from several recent highly
publicized murders of Black people by police have shed increasing light on
the systems of oppression, inequity, and white supremacy that have been the
backbone of the United States’ policing and criminal justice systems since
their inception. The American Psychological Association, along with many
professional organizations across the subfields of psychology, has released
its statement outlining how psychology must contribute to the eradication
of systemic racism and white supremacy. In this article, we address the need
for psychology and its subfields to acknowledge our complicity in certain
systems of oppression, such as our ties to law enforcement and the police,
our support of mental health reforms that merely increase the scope of a
punitive criminal justice system, and our complicity in the harm done by
our current immigration policies. e argue that the best way, in fact the
only way, for the profession to move toward an antiracist psychological
practice is to embrace an abolitionist framework so that we may reimagine
our relationships with historically oppressive institutions and rebuild our
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Abstract

The social justice uprisings that have stemmed from several recent highly
publicized murders of Black people by police have shed increasing light on
the systems of oppression, inequity, and white supremacy that have been the
backbone of the United States’ policing and criminal justice systems since
their inception. The American Psychological Association, along with many
professional organizations across the subfields of psychology, has released
its statement outlining how psychology must contribute to the eradication
of systemic racism and white supremacy. In this article, we address the need
for psychology and its subfields to acknowledge our complicity in certain
systems of oppression, such as our ties to law enforcement and the police,
our support of mental health reforms that merely increase the scope of a
punitive criminal justice system, and our complicity in the harm done by
our current immigration policies. We argue that the best way, in fact the
only way, for the profession to move toward an antiracist psychological
practice is to embrace an abolitionist framework so that we may reimagine
our relationships with historically oppressive institutions and rebuild our
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"THE DENVER POST Crime and Public Safety | Critics seek reform of Colorado sex offender...

NEWS  CRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY - N

Critics seek reform of Colorado sex offender laws they say can do more
harm than good

Lawmakers, researchers and even some victims seek reform of state’s Sex Offender Management Board
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CRIME AND COURTS, HEALTH, POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT

State and local laws push more
registered sex offenders into
low-income Colorado

Data shows disproportionate number of offenders live in
impoverished neighborhoods, and community organizers aren’t
happy about it.

a Karen Augé 5:05 AM MDT on Jul 24, 2019 < Share
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Fears vs. facts

When affluent communities zone out sex offenders, they often do so
because they share the widely held belief that living near sex offenders
puts people, especially children, at greater risk. But there is little data to
support those assumptions.

In a2017 article published by the American Bar Association, sex-crime
policy researcher Jill S. Levenson noted that, according to the U.S.
Department of Justice, 93% of children who are victims of sex crimes are
abused by family members, friends or acquaintances. “Sex offenders do
not molest children because they live near schools. They abuse when they
are able to establish relationships with children and their families and
misuse positions of familiarity, trust and authority,” Levinson wrote.
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Homelessness is prevalent among sex offenders. In Sterling, a small city in
northeastern Colorado, 11 of the city’s 55 registered sex offenders are
homeless. The Colorado Bureau of Investigation map shows a cluster of
seven sex offenders living in an undeveloped area along the South Platte
River in the town of Sheridan, where the average household income is just
over $40,000 and the poverty rate is 21.5%, according to Census data.

A lot of current treatment for sex offenders now focuses on reintegrating
them into their community, said Apryl Alexander, an assistant professor
at the University of Denver graduate school of professional psychology.
Alexander is director of the Denver Forensic Institute for Research,

Program.

“When we have these residency restrictions, you’re going to be displacing
people,” making it hard to forge those connections that help prevent
offenders from committing additional crimes, she said.
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Sex offender registration and
notification act with adolescents
adjudicated for illegal sexual
behavior: a therapeutic
jurisprudence perspective

Apryl Alexander™, John Michael Falligant®?, Cory Marchi®,
Erica Floding* and Marissa Jennings*

Adolescents adjudicated for illegal sexual behavior (AISB) are subjected to the same
Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act (SORNA) policies as adults with
sexual offense histories despite current research documenting their relatively low
likelihood of recidivism. Therapeutic jurisprudence is a framework which suggests
the law should value psychological well-being and strive to avold iImposing anti-
therapeutic consequences. The purpose of this article is to analyze the use of
SORNA policies with AISB from a therapeutic jurisprudence perspective. Given
the current literature documenting the collateral consequences of SORNA on
AISB and their families and the lack of efficacy in reducing recidivism, we argue
SORNA should not be applied to children and adolescents. We conclude with a
discussion of future directions for the juvenile justice system and public policy
reform

EYWOR

Jjuvenile deliquency, policy, registry, sexual offending, therapeutic jurisprudence



In 2021, Governor Polis signed HB21-1064,
which automatically removes youth from the

sex offense registry when they turn 25 or

seven years affer their second offense, as long

as they haven’t gone on to re-offend as an
adult

Also, in 2021, the Colorado Supreme Court
(No. 19SC690 People in Int. of T. B.) stated it
is unconstitutional to require youth convicted of
repeat sex offenses to register for the rest of
their lives—Ilifetime registration is cruel and
unusual punishment under the 8" Amendment
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Both The Courts And Lawmakers Have Ruled That Juvenile Sex
Offenders Will No Longer Be Automatically Registered For Life

o By Megan Verlee and Paclo Zialcita - Jun. 29, 2021, 4:00 am

The Colorado Supreme Court building in Denver.
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* Nurturing and caring for

\ each other
One of the most vital ways we sustain ourselves
iS by building comiffinities of resistance, *  Providing a safe and
places where we know we are not alone. supportive environment

— Bell Hooks —

* Recognizing humanity

* Multiple forms of healing

Liberation and therapy
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Challenging Road Ahead
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HHS guts sexual violence prevention
division, leaving local efforts adrift
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DOJ cancels grants
for gun-violence and
addiction prevention,
victim advocacy
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Concluding Remarks

There’s still a lot to learn.

The community has guided my work and will
continue to do so.

Education and truth-telling
Realities of institutional and sociopolitical barriers

Liberation through
Direct Action. Litigation. Policy change.
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