


















• Revised Danger Assessment 
(2021)

• Lethality assessment
• Consider emotional and 

physical safety
• Consider flashpoints in safety 

planning
• Children and adult victim 

safety























• Bad experiences seeking services
• Managing therapist reaction to the content
• Couples counseling

• SMI/SUD causes and/or justifies domestic violence

• Punishing people for being symptomatic

• Demonizing the person causing harm

• Improperly accounting or failing to account for trauma in 
diagnosis





(Holden, 2003)

Fetus assaulted in utero; pregnant 
mother lived in terror

Real or supposed effects of  dv on the fetusPrenatal exposure

Asks parents to stop; attempts to 
defend adult victim

Child verbally or physically attempts to stop 
the assault

Intervenes

Child intentionally or unintentionally 
injured, verbally abused

Child is verbally or physically assaulted 
during an incident

Victimized

Coerced to participate; used as a spy; 
joins in taunting mother

Child is forced or “voluntarily” joins in on the 
assaults (more often with sons)

Participates

Watches assault or is present to hear 
verbal abuse

Child directly observes the assaultEyewitness



(Holden, 2003)

Hears yelling, threats, or breaking 
objects

Child hears, though does not see, the 
assault

Overhears

Sees bruises or injuries; police; 
ambulance; damaged property; 
intense emotions

Child sees some of  the immediate 
consequences of  the assault

Observes the initial effects

Experiences parental reactions to 
trauma; change in parenting; 
separation from a parent; relocation

Child faces changes in his/her life as 
a consequence of  the assault

Experiences the aftermath

Learns of  the violence from parent, 
sibling, relative, or someone else

Child is told or overhears 
conversations about the assault

Hears about it

Violence happened away from home 
or while the child is believed to have 
been asleep

Child does not know of  the assault 
according to the source

Ostensibly unaware



Threaten to hurt or abandon 
child; abuse of  pets

Behavior that threatens or is likely to 
hurt a child or put a child or loved 
ones in dangerous situations

Terrorized

Father models misogyny, verbal 
and physical aggression, 
substance abuse

Modeling, permitting, or 
encouraging inappropriate or 
harmful behavior

Corrupted

Perpetrator calls child namesVerbal or nonverbal acts that degrade 
or reject a child

Spurned



Father uninvolved and mother 
may be unable to be affectionate 
with child

Ignoring child’s attempts and needs 
to interact and showing no positive 
emotion to the child

Denied emotional 
responsiveness

Father isolates family or child 
isolates self  to avoid the batterer

Confining or placing unreasonable 
limits on child or on contact with 
others

Isolated

Child’s needs not met because 
father ignores and mother is 
overwhelmed

Failure to provide or refusal to allow 
necessary treatment

Neglect of  mental health, 
medical, or educational needs















Mandatory Reporting














