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Becoming a Scholar
What, When, 
Where, Why, How?
Jill S. Levenson, Ph.D., LCSW
Professor of Social Work, Barry University
Private Practice, South Florida
levenson.jill@gmail.com
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Why Publish?

• Advances Knowledge
• Google Scholar: Exposure
• Advances the mission of your 

University or Institution
• Name Recognition for your 

institution
• Free marketing; gets us “on the 

map”
• Makes YOU an Expert
• Will get you hired as an 

academic!
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Find your passion & write 
about what you know.

Find your 
strengths

Make time to write: 
Schedule it like 

everything else in life

Set goals: one a year

Join Topic-Specific Professional 
Organizations
• List-servs
• Conferences

Find collaborators with 
similar interests and 
different strengths

Interdisciplinary Opportunities

2015

Self-Discipline Relationships How to 
Publish
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***2001 – 1st ATSA Next Gen Student  Reception***
In San Antonio!
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The best way to become 
a good writer is to READ!

• Read not just for content, but for style, 
organization & engagement.

• How did the author catch your attention 
and make you want to read on? Or not?

• Pay attention to organization & 
relationship of constructs

• How do authors define, describe, explain 
important concepts?

• What engages you? What’s boring? Why?
• What are the take-home points? So what? 

Why should we care?
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Writing: Clear, Concise, Coherent
Spell & grammar checks; paragraphs have topic sentences
5th grade expository writing skills! 

Empirical Article Formula

Aims, 
Background, 

RQ
Methodology

Results

Implications 
for practice, 

policy, 
research

Read similar articles for organization of 
content

Case Studies

Commentary or Essay

Theoretical articles

Literature Reviews
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Statistics: Don’t be intimidated
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What’s 
wrong with 
this picture?

The word data is Plural!  
Data show… 
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I was trained to be Quanto-centric (LOL)

• Quantitative: 
• Descriptive, trends, 

comparisons, 
correlations, predictions

• Qualitative:
• Captures the lived 

experience, thoughts, 
and feelings 

• A recent systematic 
literature review noted that 
only 11.3% of the 8,522 
articles published between 
2010 and 2019 in the top 17 
criminal justice/criminology 
journals were qualitative 
methodologies (Copes et al., 
2020)
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Big Data Don’t Tell the Stories
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What to publish?
• Advancing Knowledge
• Theory & Hypothesis Testing
• Controlled experiments

Empirical Studies

• Case studies
• How-to
• Descriptions of new models or interventions

Practitioner Pieces

• Opinion pieces
• Call to Action
• Book Reviews

Essays & Commentaries

• Application of existing theory to new areas
• Inter-disciplinary application of literature
• e.g. PCTS = neuroscience, common factors, prevalence/impact

Theoretical/Conceptual 

• Exhaustive & Systematic
• Meta-Analysis
• Application to novel areas

Literature Review
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2015

Up to 1.5 million peer-reviewed 
articles are published annually. 

32 % of the peer-reviewed articles 
in the social sciences are never 
cited even once.

Only 20 % of papers cited have 
actually been read.

Policymakers very rarely read 
articles published in peer-reviewed 
journals. 

https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/prof-
no-one-is-reading-you
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Where to publish?  
WHO’S YOUR BEST AUDIENCE?

High Impact Factor Journals

Specialty Journals

Inter-disciplinary Journals

Book Chapters

Stakeholder Forum

Professional Newsletters

Trade Magazines e.g. Psychology Today; SW Networker

Local & National News Media
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21st Century 
Knowledge 

Dissemination:

Multi-Media. 

• Blogs
• Videos
• Websites
• Info Graphics
• Podcasts
• Social Media
• YouTube
• Interactive Media

• Creativity
• Inter-disciplinary:

• Documentary & film, 
art, graphics design

• Engaging
• Small & digestible 
• Human stories & 

testimonials 
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Other ideas

Build datasets that 
can be utilized for 

multiple RQs / 
multiple pubs.

Collaborative 
Teams

Secondary 
Datasets

Doctoral Students: 
Write each paper 

with a goal of 
submitting it 

somewhere for 
publication

2015

Social Work

Psychology

Criminology

Public HealthMEDICINE

LAW

Sociology
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Best 
advice 
EVER*

*Thank you Dr. Barbara Thomlison!
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Grad School Pubs

172/18/25 SSP

Dissertation Articles
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Implications & Lessons for Interdisciplinary Collaboration
Publishing is not just for you; it 

advances the mission of the 
school and the university

Presentations are Great, but 
they’re not publications.

Publishing = Marketing tool

Publishing         Self-efficacy

Shows who we are to our 
colleagues at other institutions

Interdisciplinary pubs have a 
farther reach

2015

Find your 
Voice!
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Social Work

Psychology 
& Sociology

Criminology

Education
Nursing, 
Health & 
Wellness

LAW

Business
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Back everything up. Twice. Frequently.
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Referencing

22

Imports from 
Google Scholar!!
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Register 
with 

Google 
Scholar

First thing I check 
when doing 

tenure & 
promotion 

reviews.
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Stages of R&R

1. Cry
2. Get angry, curse, blame reviewers for being stupid, uninformed, closed-minded, 

or biased
3. Refuse to do it, give up, it’s too hard, too much, don’t know where to start, can’t 

get motivated.
4. Put on your thick skin, take another look, deep breath, what can I learn from 

these reviews?
5. Make it GREAT! IMPROVED! PUBLISHED! 
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David Finkelhor: Revise & Resubmit 7:40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wg3TG5Go1Vc&t=462s
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Scholarship Counter-transference

What does this bring up for me?

Imposter Syndrome = Don’t you know we all feel that way?

Protective: This is my baby!

Whose voice do you hear in your head? 

What does that voice tell you?

Where do those beliefs come from?

How might you think about it differently?

Feelings?

Thoughts?

Expectations of 
Self & Others?
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