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•

INTRODUCTORY                     
REMARKS



NOISE IN THE SYSTEM

• It seems so simple:
– Low re-offense rates

– Self-assessment bias

– Sexual abuse is often circumstantial



“DAVID, THERE’S SOMETHING WE NEED TO 
TELL YOU…”

• Anxiety and shock

• Need for self-compassion

• Our clients beat themselves up and so do we!



EXAMPLES (NAMES CHANGED)

• Josh: Assessed as low risk. Discharge plan ignored/teachers on 
strike/mom took a second job.

• Jeff and Jason: Never participated meaningfully in treatment; 
parents and others completely uninvolved.

• Joey: Assessed as low risk, completed treatment to the extent 
that funding ran out.
– Colleague: “David, did you ever think he just got sick of his own life?”




